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For 2026, Experts Emphasize Securing AI and ML Models,  
and Ransomware Gangs Strike Back

For 34 years, RSAC has served as a window into the cybersecurity community’s future.   
Here, we’ve summarized some of our most compelling data-driven predictions through 2026.

Even with the best possible data and analysis, predictions are never 100% accurate. RSAC 
looks forward to evaluating our predictions for 2025 and 2026 with the benefit of hindsight. 
RSAC™ Members can read the full report and explore more of our data for themselves with 
our RSAC™ Cybersecurity Atlas toolset.
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Ransomware payouts will rebound to  
more than US $1.3B in 2025$

of RSAC™ 2026 
Innovation Sandbox 

competitors will be “AI 
& ML Security”  

startups

Nearly 20% 

Blockchain and cryptocurrency  
won’t spark much more interest in 

2026, except for smart contracts

Just 0.5%  
of RSAC™ 2026 Call 
for Submissions entries 
will focus on CISO 
personal liability

Post-quantum 
security will account 

for nearly 3.6% of 
expert submissions  

in 2026

Agentic AI’s share of 
Innovation Sandbox 
startups will double  
in 2026

Nearly 17% of RSAC™ 
2026 Exhibitors will vie 
to apply AI & ML to 
security problems

17% 

3.6%
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